Northwestern Division Director Mary Lou Brown, NM7N, of Anacortes, Washington, 
died December 3, 1998. She was 71. Brown was just re-elected without opposition to a 
new two-year term on the ARRL Board. Her husband, Bob, NM7M, reports that Director 
Brown collapsed and died at Los Angeles International Airport, apparently after suffer- 
ing a heart attack. She was returning from 
Australia where she had just taken part in 
the Lord Howe Island, VK9LX, 
DXpedition. 

DXpedition member Nick Hacko, 
VK2ICV, called Brown was “the 
most-liked person” on the DXpedition. 
“Although I knew Mary Lou for only a 
few days, it was very clear to me and to 
the other Lord Howe operators that she 
was an exceptional person,” he said in an 
Internet posting after learning of her death. 
He said Brown helped out with all phases 
of the operation and deserved “a lot of 
credit for helping the rest of us get a great 
lot of enjoyment out of our trip.” 

Brown has been the ARRL Northwest- 
ern Division Director since 1995 and was 


a vice director from 1990 through 1994. Mary Lou Brown - NM7N 
She also served as a member of the ARRL _ NW Division Director 
Executive Committee. Silent Key 


ARRL Executive Vice President David 
Sumner, K1ZZ, said Brown was held “in 
the highest possible esteem” by her peers 
on the ARRL Board. He noted that Brown was elected to the Executive Committee after 
just one year as a director, and was re-elected twice. “Her enthusiasm for Amateur Radio 
extended beyond organizational affairs to on-the-air operating, especially operating with 
friends,” he said. “Anyone who was fortunate enough to able to call Mary Lou their 
friend—and their numbers are legion, all over the world—knows the true meaning of 
friendship.” 

Brown received her doctorate from Columbia University. Before retiring to Washing- 
ton, she taught physical education at the University of California at Berkeley and served 
a department chairperson. 

A memorial service was held for Mary Lou December 17 at the Guemes Island Com- 
munity Church close to her home on Guemes Island. Approximately 75 of Mary Lou’s 
friends and associates attended the service. 

Northwestern Division Vice Director Greg Milnes, W7AGQ, accedes to the position 
of Director. Milnes also was just re-elected to a new two-year term. Fenstermaker, 
K9JF, 53 of Vancouver fills the position left vacant when Milnes, the former vice direc- 
tor, succeeded Mary LouBrown, NM7N, as director. Fenstermaker's term expires Janu- 
ary 1, 2001. 

A ham since 1959, Fenstermaker was first licensed as KN9TZH. A DX enthusiast, 
he's also operated as DLSJF,OJOSUF, and VP2V/K9JF. He's on the DXCC Honor Roll 
with 354 countries, SBWAZ, SBDXCC, and 160 Meter DXCC, as well as numerous 
contest honors. He's past president of the Clark County Amateur Radio Club and the 
Willamette Valley DX Club. 

On the professional side, Fenstermaker is director of business services for the 
Parkrose School District in Portland, Oregon. He's a graduate of Anderson University 
and Indiana University and holds an accounting certificate from Portland State Univer- 


sity. 


The Good - The Bad and the FCC 


The FCC crackdown on alleged 
jammers and other Part 97 offenders has 
taken yet another weird twist. This with the 
establishment of several sites on the world 
wide web seemingly dedicated to thwarting 
the FCC enforcement effort. 

While it is impossible to say who is re- 
ally sponsoring the web locations, the rhet- 
oric seems the same at most of them. The 
majority claim that everyone has the con- 
stitutional right to do and say what they 
wants on the ham bands. Some reportedly 
go so far as saying that the government can 
do nothing to stop what the majority in the 
ham community see as malicious interfer- 
ence. 

And on one website there was even a 
scanned copy of an FCC letter to an alleged 


violator. The letter appears authentic and 
is signed by W. Riley Hollingsworth. 
Hollingsworth is the Legal Advisor to the 
FCC’s Compliance and Information Bu- 
reau and the point man in this latest en- 
forcement effort. It details the complaints 
and advised the alleged violator to call 
Hollingsworth’s office to discuss the mat- 
ter. 

Meanwhile, several Internet bulletin 
boards are becoming filled with rhetoric 


from supporters of those believed to be tar- 


geted by the government for enforcement 

action. The words posted urge everyone to 

ignore the FCC and continue to operate on 

the air in any way that they wish. 
(Newsline, Usenet) 
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Election Results 


December each year brings one item of 
business that the membership can count on, 
election of WWARA officers. This year — 
the members chose Jon Marcinko — 
WR7JM as Chairman, Herman Entz — 
K7PAG as Vice Chair, Mark McClain — 
N6OBY as Secretary / Treasurer, Pete 
Kruml — N7KFJ as Director and Ed Bmette 
— N7NVP as Director. 

During the course of the past year Mark 
McKibbin and Nancy McKibbin, the past 
Chairman and Secretary / Treasurer have 
been hinting that they were looking for 
someone else to fill their positions. 

Elected to the WWARA Chairman’s posi- 
tion in 1991, Mark inherited an organiza- 
tion that was one issue of The Coordinator 
away from a zero bank balance and had a 
questionable reputation by some amateurs 
by not treating all amateurs equally. With 
the help of Vice Chairman Ken Rau, and 
the rest of the WWARA Directors the 
WWARA now has a sound financial base 
that allows the WWARA to participate in 
national issues that relate to repeater opera- 
tion and has a greatly improved reputation. 
Membership has grown from approxi- 
mately 80 members to over 130 paid mem- 
bers. 

Occupying the Secretary’s position 
since 1990, Nancy was averaging about 8 
hours per week on the Association’s busi- 
ness ensuring timely responses to applica- 
tions, dues, general correspondence, 
minutes, filing, book keeping and assuring 
that everyone’s application was treated as 
per the coordination policies. Both Mark 
and Nancy said, “It is time for someone 
else to take a turn and it will be nice to 
have a break.” 

Finding a new Secretary / Treasurer was 
not an easy process. During the election no 
one wanted to accept the nomination. It 
was not until some wrangling that Mark 
McClain — N6OBY stepped up to the task. 
In order for Mark to be elected to the posi- 
tion he had to first resign from his position 
as a Director. His nomination, second, 
close of nomination and vote in favor was 
one of the quickest on record. The now va- 
cated Director position will be filled by ap- 
pointment by the board. The new 
Chairman Jon Marcinko asked if outgoing 
Chairman Mark McKibbin would be will- 
ing to serve the unexpired term to which he 
accepted. 

(Continued on Page 4) 


FCC 
ENFORCEMENT 
HONCHO DONE 

“TAKING NAMES” 


The FCC’s Riley Hollingsworth, 
K4ZDH, is making his list and checking it 
twice. And now that he knows which hams 
are naughty, not nice, he’s ready to take en- 
forcement actions against the most flagrant 
amateur offenders. 

“Fully half of the amateur problems on 
HF relate to a specific group of 
jammers—malicious interferers who appart- 
ently enjoy disrupting as much amateur 
communication as possible,” said 
Hollingsworth, the FCC’s point man for 
amateur enforcement within the Compli- 
ance and Information Bureau. “Enforce- 
ment action against this group is long 
overdue.” 

Coal could be showing up in some 
Christmas stockings. Hollingsworth has e PRM Committee 
prepared a report to his boss, CIB Chief eC about 8:in . t our 
Richard D. Lee, detailing his findings and and : 
fingering the most serious violators in a ! Much 
“top 10" list which he declined to make ‘and deliaht. ses 
public just yet. His memo urged ”immedi- OF don 
ate enforcement action." 

Hollingsworth said he’s talked with 
more than 250 people on the amateur en- 
forcement line (202-418-1184) since the 
end of September, when the FCC’s latest 
amateur enforcement initiative kicked into pe Hee 
high gear. In addition, he has received eines 
more than four dozen letters and e-mailed ne duihetaeeceete tetas atette 
comments concerning problems in the Am- | eseoele ABE NG oa” ry information. 
ateur Service. Hollingsworth has concluded | PresGLC US fee: one? interesting ashect ? 
that, while most amateurs abide by the ARG INE nue WNEEIS OF 01 
tules, a few habitual offenders continue to : 
flout the law. ' ee Bindeoh, ifé sph bniindlchinnadhdindtat id not. ex : 

“We are not going to stand for the Ama- approved. by ect anything interms of new rules 
teur Service to be further degraded or de- oard ee pee 
stroyed by them,” he said. ne that t 

Hollingsworth says that jamming and 
deliberate interference is the most common fe) nie ple to. actu: 
problem, accounting for 31% of all com- “hana ‘am ha 
plaints. Repeater misuse and jamming ac- 
count for another 29%. But he considers 
the HF abuses—most typically reported on 
75 and 20 meters—to be the more serious 
offenses because they can be national or in- Se 
ternational in scope. Other general prob- 
lems accounted for another 17% of the 
complaints, Hollingsworth said. A full 10% 
of complaints concemed an unlicenced in- 
dividual in California who already has me 
spent time in jail for past convictions. is Ut CC “OPI 


(Continued on Page 4) ‘ | or S 
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ARRL and 
manufacturer agree 
on modem 


interference 


The ARRL has been successful in con- 
vincing a wireless modem manufacturer 
and a cable television supplier to help keep 
the product from interfering with ham ra- 
dio communications. 

A maker of “wireless modems” and a 
cable TV company that’s been installing 
the units across the US have told the 
ARRL they'll do whatever it takes to keep 
the devices from causing interference to 
amateur HF bands. The ARRL contacted 
the two companies after receiving reports 
from members of the Northern California 
Contest Club about 80-meter interference 


Phonex Wireless Modems 


from the devices. The devices, manufac- 
tured overseas by Phonex Corporation of 
Midvale, Utah, operate under Part 15 of the 
FCC’s rules. This means that they may not 
cause interference to licensed services. 

Wireless modems are first cousins to 
wireless telephone jacks used to provide 
additional telephone jacks without wiring. 
Both are sold in pairs. One unit plugs into 
the telephone connection while the other 
serves as a telephone or modem jack; both 
plug into convenient ac outlets. The car- 
rier-current devices impose RF on the 
power line to transmit data back and forth 
in the form of wideband FM. 

Other units made by Phonex and sold as 
wireless extension telephone jacks under 
other brand names operate on 3.025 and 
6.436 MHZ, where they generally will not 
affect the ham bands. Unfortunately, the 
Phonex wireless modems operate on 3.52 
and 8.27 MHZ. Cable giant TCI has been 
installing these units in some subscribers’ 
homes to make a convenient connection 


from the cable*box to tiie telephone line to 
transmit billing information. Wireless mo- 
dems transmit a continuous carrier on the 
lower frequency, whether the phone con- 
nection is in use or not, and on both fre- 
quencies when the remote line is in use. 

ARRL Lab Supervisor Ed Hare, 
WIRFI, says the League received reports 
in mid-December about persistent interfer- 
ence on the low end of 80 meters and on 
other bands. The interference, consisting of 
discrete, somewhat noisy and drifting carri- 
ers, typically showed up around 3520 to 
3530 kHz, but harmonics have been re- 
ported as high as 20 meters. ARRL Lab 
tests verified that the devices pose a serious 
QRM problem on the lower part of 80 me- 
ters and possibly on other bands. 

FCC rules permit the unlicenced devices 
to radiate signals on HF of up to 30 uV/me- 
ter, even on an amateur band. Device oper- 
ators, TCI in this case, must correct any 
resulting interference, however. 

TCI Senior Engineer Tony Werner said 
TCI plans to eliminate the 3.52 MHZ wire- 
less jacks it’s installed “as expediently as 
possible” by replacing them with 3.3 MHZ 
units or by running a hardwired telephone 
connection. TCI will immediately replace 
units that cause interference and automati- 
cally replace other 3.52 MHZ units during 
routine customer service and plans to use 
nothing but 3.3 MHZ units in the future. 
Hams experiencing harmful interference 
they believe is related to these devices 
should contact their local TCI office. TCI 
says it will be at least a few weeks before it 
has service information and replacement 
units on hand. 

Phonex says it’s made the necessary 
production changes to move the operating 
frequency of its units to 3.3 MHZ. If one of 
its units causes interference, he said, 
Phonex will retune or replace it. Hams can 
contact Phonex Customer Service at (800) 
437-0101. 

If you re ona TCI cable system and 
have one of these modems, contact the 
company if you experience any interfer- 
ence to your ham radio high frequency 
communications. 

(ARRL) 


The WWARA acknowledges and 
thanks World Radio, ARRL, FCC, 
Newsline, HamRadio Online and 


WSYI for allowing us to reprint some 
of their articles. 
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FCC Enforcement 
(From page 3) 

Hollingsworth has sent out 30 informal 
“warning letters” to individual operators as 
a result of complaints. The letters warn the 
recipients that a complaint has been re- 
ceived about the recipient or someone us- 
ing his or her call sign, indicate that the 
allegations—if truae—could jeopardize the 
amateur’s license, and request the recipient 
to contact the FCC to discuss the matter. 

“In almost every case the recipient has 
contacted us,” he said. “In one case, the li- 
censee contacted us, apologized, and re- 
ports since that time indicate that the 
licensee has become a model operator.” 
Some amateurs have reported to the ARRL 
that amateur behavior has improved—dra- 
matically in some areas—since word hit 
the street that the FCC was taking amateur 
enforcement seriously. For its part, the 
League has said it is willing, for now, not 
to pursue its request to further privatize 
amateur enforcement. 

Hollingsworth says the warning letters 
will continue, but now he’s taking aim at 
the hard-core scofflaws within the Amateur 
Radio community. “We have now let ev- 
eryone out there know we’re back,” he 
said. Continued violations will “guarantee” 
license revocations, fines, or—in extreme 
cases—equipment seizures. 

“Church is out now,” he said. “We 
mean business and we’re strapped in and 
ready to ride.” Hollingsworth said Amateur 
Radio rule breakers “continue these viola- 
tions at their own risk.” 


Elections 
(Continued from page 2) 

One of the new WWARA Board of Di- 
rectors duties is to appoint standing com- 
mittee Chairmen at its next meeting in 
February. Committee chair positions that 
are to be appointed are: Technical Commit- 
tee, 6 & 10 meter band chairman, 2 meter 
band chairman, 222 band chairman, uhf 
band chairman and 900 & 1.2 Ghz band 
chairman. If you have an interest in any 
one of the positions please contact any of 
the Board members. 


ABC Communications 
Returns To Ham Radio 


ABC Communications has announced 
that they are back in the amateur radio 
business with ICOM as their primary ham 
radio line. ABC has been selling radio 
equipment and accessories for the past 30 
years and is located in the Shoreline area. 


FCC ACTS IN ALLEGED EXAM, LICENSE FRAUD 
CASES 


The FCC’s Compliance and Information 
Bureau has acted in several Amateur Radio 
cases it inherited from the days when it 
shared enforcement duties with the Wire- 
less Telecommunications Bureau. In all of 
the cases, the FCC said it appeared that in- 
dividuals attempted to obtain an Amateur 
Radio license or upgrade by fraud or mis- 
representation. 

On December 14, the FCC downgraded 
two amateur licensees and canceled the 
ticket of a third in Michigan. Busted from 
Advanced to Tech Plus were Lawrence A. 
Repp Jr., N8HFN, of Gaylord, and Alan E. 
Quirie, KA8ZRR, of Royal Oak. The FCC 
pulled the Tech Plus ticket of Steven A. 
Penn, formerly KC8HUM, of Southfield. 
The FCC had not updated its database as of 
December 15. 

The Commission said the three filed 
amateur applications claiming to have 
taken Amateur Radio examinations at Oak 
Park June 3, 1997, at an ARRL VEC ses- 
sion. The FCC says its evidence shows that 
the three did not sit for the exams and that 
their names “were added and signatures 
forged, sometime after the tests were ad- 
ministered, by one of the four examiners.” 
That examiner—the father of one of the 
exam candidates involved—is said to have 
forwarded the session package on behalf of 
the VE team to the ARRL VEC for FCC 
filing. 


Tower fines 


The FCC has again said that all users of 
a commercial tower are responsible for its 
proper maintenance. This includes Ama- 
teur Radio repeaters. Phil Thomas, 
W8RMJ says that it could cost you big 
bucks if you don’t head the governments 
warming. 

The FCC is warning Amateur repeater 
owners that they will be held liable for de- 
ficiencies in tower marking and lighting 
rules. 

This in the aftermath of a near collision 
of an air ambulance helicopter and a tower 
recently in Texas. 

The FCC warns that not only is the 
tower owner responsible, but any tenant on 
a tower is also fully responsible. 

If you, your club or organization own or 
maintain any equipment on any tower 
structure, you will be held liable. This 
means that if the FCC or FAA fines a 
tower owner, you will be fined also. 

Many amateur radio clubs that own re- 
peaters think that their responsibility for 
tower maintenance ends when they pay 


“Three of the examiners knew nothing 
of the scheme,” the FCC said. The other 
three VEs brought the situation to the at- 
tention of the ARRL VEC and the FCC af- 
ter learning that names had been added to 
the list and that their names had been 
forged on the ARRL VEC Administering 
VEs Record. The FCC said it would act in 
the case of the fourth examiner by month’s 
end. The Commission also is looking into 
possible enforcement action against an- 
other ham whose name was added to the 
list after the test session but whose applica- 
tion was not actually submitted to the FCC. 

The FCC also dismissed two amateur 
applications in Puerto Rico after the appli- 
cants failed to answer questions put to 
them by the Commission. In the case of 
Jose R. Velez-Rivera, of Rio Pedras, an 
FCC official said it appears that an impos- 
ter tried to change another amateur’s call 
sign, address, and date of birth to his own 
to get a license without taking an exam. In 
the second case, the FCC dismissed the re- 
newal and General class upgrade applica- 
tion of Hector A. Santiago, WP4DCB, of 
Camuy. An FCC official said it appears 
Santiago tried to renew as a General when 
he only had a Novice ticket. 

Velez-Rivera and Santiago were noti- 
fied by the FCC October 23. The FCC up- 
dated its database this month to reflect the 
dismissals. 


their monthly site rental fee. The FCC says 
that the actual responsibility never ends. 
That every user of a tower is responsible 
for its proper maintenance. This even in- 
cludes guest radio systems that are paying 
no fees at all. 


(FCC, ANW) 


HAM HELPS NAB 
ROAD-RAGE SUSPECT 


A California ham was instrumental in 
helping police to nab an angry motorist 
who had seriously injured another motorist 
after being cut off on the freeway in 
mid-December. 

According to an account in The Orange 
County Register, the angry driver followed 
the other driver for miles “before confront- 
ing him on a busy city street, shoving him 
under an accelerating big rig, and kicking 
him even after he had been mun over.” The 
account says that the angry driver and his 
two co-workers drove off. But they were 
caught later in the morning when Ed 
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QST Magazine cutbacks 

ARRL Section Managers will lose about 
fifteen percent of the space devoted to their 
reports. This as the League prepares to cut 
back the size of its popular QST Magazine. 
Newline’s David Black, KB4KCH has the 
details from our South-East bureau in Bir- 
mingham Alabama: 

Amateur radio’s dwindling numbers 
take their toll. And QST magazine will go 
under the knife. That’s according to a mes- 
sage to Section Managers from League 
Field Services Manager Rick Palm, K1CE. 
Palm says several areas of the magazine 
will be cut back, including the space allot- 
ted for Section News. Palm says the simple 
fact is that the Amateur Radio Service s 
contracting. That, he says, gives the 
League no choice but make corresponding 
cuts. 

Palm’s message paints a grim picture 
for the Amateur Radio service as it faces 
the next century. Palm says the annual 
number of new licensees has dropped dra- 
matically over the past two or three years. 
As a result, overall VEC exam activity is 
down about 25% from last year; 

And there are other signs of the decline, 
including the bitter economic conditions 
amateur radio equipment dealers face. 
Palm cites many businesses that have 
closed during the past three years. Also, the 
number of manufacturers and publishers 
that are no longer in business. But it’s 
Palm’s candid comment about League 
membership that is perhaps most revealing. 
Since March 1997, Palm says the ARRL 
has seen its overall membership numbers 
fall by more than 14,000 or about 8%. He 
says the reasons for this drop are varied 
and include the traditional reaction to a 
dues increase. But more challenging to am- 
ateur radio’s future are strong indications 


Continued on Page 6 


Greany, KB6DOL, of Corona, heard a 
broadcast description of the vehicle and 
then saw the men pass by. He notified po- 
lice via ham radio, and they arrested Rich- 
ard Snyder, 28 and two others on suspicion 
of attempted murder. 

The newspaper said Snyder had a string 
of previous convictions, and his license had 
been suspended. The injured motorist was 
reported in serious condition. 

According to the FCC database, the 
Greany household includes three hams: 
Roberta Greany, KC6AEP, and Michael 
Greany, KE6RDT. All are ARRL mem- 
bers.-thanks to Charlie Clifford Jr, 
W6QMY 


Unwanted spy radios = 


A loose knit e-mail campaign by the subscribers to the W6YX VHF Reflector seems 
to have curbed a Memphis business from selling two meter gear as voice encrypted sur- 
veillance radios in the United States. 

It was Steve Rutledge, N4JQQ, who discovered the problem. In his posting to the re- 
flector, Steve explained that he had visited the new “Counter Spy Store of Mayfair, Lon- 
don” that just opened in Memphis, Tennessee. Steve found that the store had a section 
devoted to radio communications devices. As Steve said - “You guessed it.” They were 
selling a very slick briefcase with “spy radios” that operated on two meters. They were 
ICOM two meter rigs and the salesman even knew that they operated in the 144 - 148 
MHZ band. But get this. The salesman claimed they radios were encrypted and no one 
could hear a conversation on them for a five mile range. 

Steve’s posting brought an immediate response from the subscribers to the reflector 
in the form of an e-mail campaign to the Counter Spy Store of Mayfair. The store was 
soon receiving a deluge of complaints at its website mailbox. 

Complaints were also filed to ICOM. ICOM was quick to respond and told the 
W6YX group via Woody Instead KJ4SO that it was not even aware that the “Counter 
Spy Store of Mayfair, London” even existed. ICOM said that it was not even listed as an 
authorized dealer on the Icom website. 

ICOM added that there have been times when a company will buy from an authorized 
dealer and attempt to resell the ICOM gear, posing as an authorized dealer. ICOM 
America told Winstead that it can — and does — crack down on such unauthorized re- 
sellers as they become known. This says ICOM, may be such the case. 

Then on December 28th Steve Rutledge received a reply directly from Brandy Geril 
who apparently represents the Counter Spy Store of Mayfair, London. Geril said — and 
we quote: 

“All radios are sold as an ICOM 2 meter radio with a voice privacy option. Licensing 
is the responsibility of the end user, all sales state that the owner must apply for a license 
for operation. While we do not sell many 2 meter transmitters here in the U.S. and when 
sold for export it is the end users responsibility. 

We appreciate your concern and interest in our marketing efforts, your points are 
noted, for future reference our pocket communicators are ICOM Business Band and will 
include our “voice privacy” scrambling option. While we have been delivering these for 
a while our current marketing literature is out of date." — end quote. 

From Geril’s note it would appear that the company will no longer sell ham gear as 
surveillance radios to customers here in the United States. The problem is that the sig- 
nals from such two meter radios exported to their overseas customers have the potential 
to causing interference to Amateur Radio operations in other nations. As such this may 
become a problem requiring action by the International Amateur Radio Union, the ITU 
and the radio regulatory agencies in the affected countries. 

In New Orleans, I’m Don Wilbanks, KCSMFA, reporting for Newsline. 

While the company says it will no longer sell the Amateur Radio handhelds to the 
general public the hams on the VHF Reflector are not convinced that the promise means 
anything. Some of them plan to keep a close eye on the business and will act as needed 
to make sure the problem goes away. Meanwhile for everyone on the W6YX VHF Re- 
flector, this was a job, well done. 

(VHF Reflector, Newsline) 


QST Cut Backs 


(Continued from Page 5) 


that Technician class licensees are not find- 
ing much to keep them interested in Ama- 
teur Radio or to compel them to be 
members. 

Two years ago, Palm says hams were 
joining the League in large numbers in re- 
sponse to spectrum threats. But a year later, 
almost 50% have not renewed. Palm says 
there could be several reasons, a combina- 
tion of the last dues increase, the percep- 
tion that the threats to spectrum have 


abated, a lack of interest by hams in what 
the ARRL is offering or just simply defec- 
tions from amateur radio. 

But Palm does leave the Section Man- 
agers with an optimistic note. He says that 
once the uncertainty surrounding FCC li- 
cense restructuring is past, the situation 
should improve. In the meantime, ‘though, 
the ARRL has to take action in the wake of 
falling numbers, action Palm says must be 
taken now. 
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Ham Radio numbers 
declining 


The numbers for 1998 are in, the trend 
is downward and the outlook is not very 
good for the future of Amateur Radio. 
This is the gist of recently released FCC 
figures on the number of Amateur Radio 
operators licensed by the agency. And if 
the figures hold, 1998 will have been the 
first year of actual decline of the total 
number of United States radio amateurs in 
the past two decades. 

A year ago there was a total of 719,331 
licensed radio amateurs listed in the 
FCC’s database. Twelve months later that 
figure has dropped to 718,241. That’sa 
drop of 1090 hams or a .2% annual rate of 
attrition. And while it might not seem 
very significant, 1090 is more hams lost in 
the United states than are licensed in some 
other nations. 

Looking at the percentage rates gives 
even more reason for alarm. Since 1992 
when the annual growth rate was a healthy 
8.4% a year the trend has been steadily 
downward. In 1993 it had dropped to 
7.3%. By 1994 to 6.7%. 1996 had the 
most dramatic drop to a minuscule .8% 
growth and now as we begin 1999 we are 
into negative numbers. 

And negative numbers means that the 
ham radio bands are more vulnerable to 
attack from the corporate raiders in the 
telecommunications industry. These are 
people who envision millions of dollars of 
profit by evicting hams from the bands 
above 50 MHZ and having that valuable 
spectrum reallocated to their use. 

It also means that the government itself 
might begin to think in terms of the mil- 
lions or billions of dollars that it might 
gamer by auctioning off some of our 
bands. 

Finally, on another level it means that 
there will be less interest by companies in 
introducing new equipment. As any man- 
ufacturer will tell you, it makes no sense 
to put money into research for new prod- 
ucts for a market that may soon die away. 

(WS5Y]I Report) 


The ARRL Board of Directors will be 
meeting in Houston, Texas in about two 
weeks. Chances are that the problems of 
dwindling numbers of hams and declining 
add revenues for QST Magazine will be 
high priority items on their agenda. 

(Newsline from listener reports) 


DECEMBER 12, 1998 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING MINUTES 


The December 12, 1998 general membership meet- 
ing was held at the Seattle Times Building in Bothell. 
The meeting was called to order by chairman WR7V at 
10:05am. Introductions were made and a sign in sheet 
was passed around. Those present were: Mark 
McKibbin - WR7V, Nancy McKibbin - KB7BJE, Ken 
Rau - K7YR, Ed Bruette - N7NVP, Ron Verschuyl - 
K7AAE, Al Burleson - K7HW, Rob Lee - K7TGU, 
Mike Crawford - WB7DFQ, Jon Marcinko - WR7JM, 
Harry Lewis - W7JWJ, Stephen Pruss - KB7WKK, Mi- 
chael Hill - N7NFY, Terry Martin - N7JTA, Don Martin 
- N7LXC, Ralph Rockey - N7XQL, Bob Lewis - 
KC7TGA, Tom Murphy - N7QHX, Herman Entz - 
K7PAG, Dave Tyler - N7DRT, Robert Dewey - N7SSP, 
Peter Policani - K7PP, Peter Dahl - WA7FUS, Bill Da- 
vis - KC7UW, Steve Zielke - N7JLF, Robert Simonson - 
WA7ROB, Aron Carlson, Pete Kruml - N7KFJ, Mark 
McClain - N6OBY, Steven Mayes - KA7PMC. 

The minutes of the October 1,1998 meeting were 
approved as corrected to read General Membership 
Meeting and Board Meeting. A financial report was 
read by the treasurer, and approved. Records were 
available for members to review. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

IACC - No News 

BC - George Merchant has been responding well to 
inquires, 

ORRC - Eastern Oregon has formed its own coordi- 
nation group, and has applied to the NFCC to be arecog- 
nized coordination body. The new group is moving 
ahead and coordinating repeaters outside the ORRC 
shell. 

TECHNICAL - No News 

6/10 Meters - Ed reported that the previously coordi- 
nated 53.59 repeater is on the air testing. The board ap- 
proved a new repeater coordination to K7TGU_on 
53.01. N7RTT has been authorized to test on 52.95.and 
KB7SVU has been authorized to test on 53.67. 

2 Meters - The board approved a new repeater coor- 
dination to K7PP on 147.28 near Neah Bay. The board 
is holding the 145.17 move of the Meglar Mtn repeater 
to K.O. Point pending the verifications and out come of 
testing. The board approved a move and assignment of 
the 145.31 repeater to K7AAE in Woodinville. The 
board voted to remove the abeyance of the 145.17 
Bremerton & Belfair repeaters. The board approved a 
move and assignment of the 145.17 KC7FN repeater to 
N7SSP in Belfair. 

220 - The board approved a new repeater coordina- 
tion on 224.24 Hay Stack Ridge to N7NFY.The board 
approved a new repeater coordination to AA7UJ on 
223.86 in Kirkland. An extension was granted to 
N7KFI fortesting on 224.44. The board approved anew 
repeater coordination to WR7JM on 224.92 on Buck 
Mtn. The board approved a move of the 224.34 K7NWS 


repeater on Tiger Mtn. Tke board «pproved a move & 
assignment of the 223.88 repeater in Mt Vernon. 
Testing was granted to K7SH on 224.14. The board ap- 
proved an assignment and move of the 224.26 repeater 
to N7SSP in Belfair. 

440 - The board approved a reinstatement of the 
442.375 University Place repeater. The board agreed to 
send back the WA7NTF 444.55 application for Baldi 
for lack of activity. The board approved a new repeater 
coordination on 443.65to N7LYE in Seattle. The board 
approved a new repeater coordination on 443.45 to 
K7KFM in Friday Harbor. The board approved a new 
repeater coordination on 443.825 to N7WGR in Ta- 
coma. The board approved moves of the 446.625 & 
446.675 W7WWI links. The board approved the 
change of the K7PP 441.200 link to a repeater. The 
board approved anew repeater coordination to K7PP on 
441.200 in Copalis Crossing. 

900/1200 - No News 

OLD BUSINESS 

Dave Tyler congratulated WR7V for the good com- 
munications with BC and suggested we send BC a letter 
indicating our thanks. 

An interference complaint was sent to MaryLou 
Brown regarding 147.26 in Sumner interfering with 
Naneum Ridge. WR7V will send Doug Rider an e-mail 
asking for his input as to the status of the KB7RII re- 
peater on Naneum Ridge. It was reported that KB7RI 
is using the 441.900 repeater in Tacoma as a remote 
base for Naneum. 

There has been no change on the 147.20 interfer- 
ence since the last meeting. Ron Polluconi will be meet- 
ing with Fred on the 19th to discuss the proposal on the 
table and willrespond after that. Fred has asked for cop- 
ies of the TD sheets for 145.15 Olympia and Port 
Townsend. The membership agreed to send blacked out 
copies of the TD sheets to Ron Polluconi per our poli- 
cies defining what is public information. 

NEW BUSINESS 

The membership voted to publish a 1999 repeater 
directory. K7YR will get the data from ORRC. WR7V 
already has commitments from Doug Rider and George 
Merchant for data. N7NVP will approach Radio Depot 
for an ad. K7HW will try to come up with an ad. 
WR7IJM will make a few calls for ads. 

The membership approved the following motion. 

(The membership directs the WWARA chairman to 
appoint a financial review committee to review the As- 
sociations financial affairs. The committee shall consist 
of 3 members, the Secretary/Treasurer, one board mem- 
ber and one member at large. This shall be a standing or- 
der unless otherwise rescinded by the membership. The 
committee shall report to the Board of Directors at the 
February meeting.) 

WR7IM reported that there is interference being 
generated from the Lakewood Refuse base station on 
151.685. Also 442.950 has developed some spurs 
across the 440 band. Steve KA7PMC will investigate 
both issues. 


Salem Hamfair 


Saturday February 20 1999 


The Salem Repeater Association and the Oregon Coast Emergency Repeater Group 
are sponsoring the 1999 Salem Hamfair and Computer Electronic Swapmeet. The Doors 
open at 9:00am with hourly prize drawings beginning at 10:00 am. The grand door 
prize, an ICOM 706 MK II will be awarded at 3:00 pm. 

The Hamfair is located at 520 South Pacific Highway West. West of Salem where 
Highway 22 meets 99W at the Polk County Fair Grounds. Take Exit 260a, the Salem 
Parkway route from I-5 South. 

The Hamfair will have a Country Store and boost of several commercial displays. 
Talk in on 146.85 (-). No VE testing is planned. 
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K7CR is in Washington DC to work on the (Though 
shalt be coordinated) NPRM. 

Election for the 1999 board of directors was held 
with the following results. 

ChairmanJon Marcinko WR7JM 

Vice ChairHerman EntzK7PAG 

Sec/TreasMark McClainN6OBY 

Trust #1Ed BruetteN7N VP 

Trust #3Pete KrumIN7KFJ 

N6OBY resigned Trustee #2 to accept the secretary / 
treasurer job. The new board will appoint a replacement 
for the balance of his term. 

WR7JM thanked WR7V & KB7BJE for the years 
of hard work. 

Next meeting will be February 4th Edmonds Parks 
and Recreation building RM #302 7:00pm. 

Meeting Adjourned 12:33pm 


Meeting Notice 


f The next WWARA Board of Direc- § 
| tors meeting will be February 4, 1999 at | 
: 7:00 pm at the Edmonds Park and Rec- | 
f reation building, 700 Main Street 

; Edmonds, WA. 

f One item of business will be the ap- 
f pointment of Committee Chairs. Here 
f is your chance to get involved! If you 

t have a desire to help out as a band 

f chairman or other committee Chair or 

E helper contact one of the WWARA of- 
f ficers and express your interest. 
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THE WESTERN WASHINGTON AMATEUR RELAY ASSOCIATION 
SERVING REPEATER OWNERS AND USERS SINCE 1976 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 1999 


POSITION NAME CALL PHONE 

Chairman Jon Marcinko WR7JM 253 566-3049 
Vice Chairman Herman Entz K7PAG 253 857-5946 
Secretary/Treas. Mark McClain N6OBY 425 881-9389 
Representative #1 Ed Bmette N7NVP 360 698-0917 
Representative #2 Mark McKibbin WR7V 360 437-0718 
Representative #3 Pete Kruml N7KFG 206 513-5877 
Representative #4 Clay Freinwald K7CR 253 939-1414 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 
Technical Steve Mayes KA7PMC 425 558-9525 
Membership Ken Rau K7YR 425 222-7711 
Coordinator Editor Mark McKibbin WR7V 360 437-0718 
10 & 6 Meters Ed Bruette N7NVP 360 698-0917 
2 Meters Mark McClain N6OBY 425 881-9389 
220 MHZ Peter Dahl WA7FUS 425 778-3581 
440 MHZ Jon Marcinko W7FHZ 253 566-9049 
900/1200 Phil Ferrell K7PF 360 437-2684 
® 


Please feel free to contact your WWARA officials at any time for additional information about the Association. The COORDINATOR is published 6 times a year 
and mailed to all parties having a WWARA coordinated system as well as those whom are paid USER members. Dues are $12 per calendar year. The Coordinator is 


published BIMONTHLY. Address all formal correspondence and requests for coordination to: Visit the WWARA’s web site at http://www.radiolink.net/wwara 
Western Washington Amateur Relay Association 
PO Box 65492 


Port Ludlow, WA 98365-0492 


